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[From  the  Tnmpet  md  .MoyaTinf.]  i>  cipation  in  the  emoluments  of  the  post  i  To  determine  that  persons  who  deny 
DR.  ELY  .\ND  THE  EDITOR.  j  office  department  of  our  government;  and  future  punishments  shall  be  admitted  to 

fit  will  be  recollected  that  a  few  weeks many  who  design  to  prevent  their  oaths  in  civil  courts  would  be  a 
since,  we  proposed  several  questions  to  possible,  from  restoring  to  union  of  UnirersaHsm  and  civil  law ;  ^nd 

Ezra*  Styles  Ely,  D.  D.  touching  the  ^  would  be  hostile  to  the  concluding  part 

“Christian  party  in  politics,”  and  the  whom  1  find  Mr.  Thomas  of  most  oaths,  “so  help  me  God,”  which 

views  and  designs  of  the  *party.  In  re-'  Editor  of  the  Trumpet :  but  j|is  an  implied  prayer,  that  God  may  save 

ply,  the  Dr.  published  the  following  an-'  designs  against  the  civil  rights  of  ijus  or  not,  as  we  shall  speak  truth  or  false- 

swer  in  the  “Philadelphian”  of  the  22d  persons  than  those  who  would  keep'  hoo*l,  under  solemn  adjuration, 

ult  Coming  as  it  does  from  a  man  of  Sabbath  holy,  I  protest  my  utter  igno-j|  Of  Professor  Stuart’s  sermon,  referred, 
bis  standing  and  influence,  we  trust  it  Ito  by  the  Trumpet,  and  of  Dr.  IBeecher’s 

will  receive  due  attention  from  evervl  On  the  subject  of  a  civil  oath,  I  would  ;"^is^ies  to  rfeprirc  men  of  civil  rights  tt-nicA 
reader  of  the  Trumpet.]  *  'remark,  that  1  know  not  of  any  constitu- never  had^  I  know  nothing  but  from 

Sir, — There  is  no  propriety  in  calling'  Aon  or  statute  of  a  State  Government,  or  li^he  Trumpet.  I  know  these  however  to 
those  persons  “/iiera/  Christians^'*  who!  of  the  national  Government,  which  con- i  ,1^0  eminent  men,  who  would  defend 
deny  the  essential  and  most  palpable  doc-j  fors  the  civil  right  on  any  one  to  be  re-l,f^ooisclves  if  they  thought  the  cause  ot 
trines  of  Christ  They  are  not  Christians'  ceived  as  a  witness  under  oath,  who  de-i  truth  required  it.  Probably  they  may  be 
at  all,  in  my  esteem  ;  but  should  be  call-  oios  the  being  of  God,  and  of  a  future !  ^  woll  acquainted  with  the  Trumpet  and 
tiHbtralf  or  with  more  propriety,  i//iie-|  state  of  rewards  and  punishments.  i  '^s  Editor  as  to  think  neither  worthy  of 

Tol  Anti- Christians ;  for  Christ  has  said  If  such  persons  ever  had  the  right  of  notice  :  but  I,  who  live  tar  off,  and 
concerning  the  impenitently  wicked,!  swearing  in  a  court  of  justice  by  a  God  kj'ow  nothing  of  the  UnircrsalistMaga- 
“these  shall  go  aw’ay  into  everlasting  pun- 1  whom  they  do  not  believe,  or  bya!  ^'^®  but  from  the  well  printed  sheets, 

ishment ;”  and  he  assures  us,  that  “he!* CJod  who  will  not  punish  transgression  in  thought  it  not  unsuitable  to  take 

who  is  of  God  heareth  God’s  words.” — '  futurity,  you  might  then  w’ith  propriety  notice  of  his  polite  address  to  my- 

My  sheep,  says  the  Saviour,  hear  my  voice,  ask  after  any  designs  to  take  such  right] 

and  they  follow  me  :  and  a  stranger  toi/L  away.  A  right,  which  you  never  pos-!  The  only  Christian  parly  in  politics 
they  not  follow,  but  will  flee  from  him. — '  sessed,  cannot  be  withdrawn,  until  it  which  I  have  ever  contemplated,  or  pro- 
Now  if  any  one  so  far  disregards  the  Sa-!  shall  have  been  first  conferred.  ijposed,  is  one  which  should  be  constitu- 

viour’s  voice  as  to  deny  that  he  and  the[!  For  my  part,  I  think  it  would  be  ab-j  ted  by  the  mental  determination  of  Chrrs- 
Ftther  are  so  one,  that  the  persons  who  surd  to  administer  an  oath  to  a  man  who  tians  of  all  denominations  not  to  support 
have  seen  him  in  his  real  character  have  'should  tell  the  Judge,  “If  I  commit  per  by  their  votes  any  man  for  a  public  office 
seen  the  Father  also,  1  must  think  he  jury,  the  God  of  love  has  no  terrors  for  whom  they  believe  to  be  a  person  ofbad 
does  not  belong  to  the  fold  of  the  Great  me  ;  and  should  you  hang  me  for  perju-  moral  character  and  of  known  hostility  to 
Shepherd.  If  any  one  hears  not  the  voice  ry,  I  should  celebrate  the  happy  death  of  the  Christian  religion.  In  this  party  I 
of  Christ,  but  declares  that  damnation,  j  Annanias  and  Sapphira,  while  on  the  jam  happy  to  say  that  thousands  are  bc- 
perdition,  perishing,  hell-fire,  and  ever-  w’ay  to  my  gallows,  and  thank  your  ho- |  ginning  to  unite  without  any  distinction 
lasting  punishment,mean  untcersa/ sa/ea-  'nor  for  sending  me  by  the  shortest  road  ^of  religious  denomination  ;  and  I^fondly 
tion,  I  am  bound  either  to  renounce  the  '  to  heaven.”  ■  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  whea 

Bible,  or  to  think  him  a  thief  and  a  rob-  j  Why  should  the  man  be  sworn  at  all,  liufidelity  &  immorality  will  be  a  suflici- 
btr  in  the  sheep-fold  who  has  climbed  wp!  who  laughs  at  the  idea  of  future  punish-  |Cnt  objection  to  the  election  of  any  man 
some  other  way,  instead  of  entering  iuj  ment  ?  What  security  could  be  obtain-  by  Christian  freemen, 
through  the  door.  jedby  an  oath  for  his  utterance  of  the]  It  is  true  that  orthodox  Christians  uni- 

Be  assured,  how’cver,  that  I  know  of;  truth  ?  He  might  contend  that  the  court  'ted  in  their  efforts  by  unity  of  principle 
no  designs  against  the  civil  rights  of  any!  ought  to  hear  his  testimony,  if  heard  at  |on  the  subject  of  their  duty,  could  cause 
citizens  of  the  U.  S.  who  are  either  In  I  all,  without  an  oath ;  for  it  could  have  no  'good  men  to  be  nominated,  and  thusgov- 
fidels,  Jews,  Mahomedans,  Universalistsj  binding  force  on  a  man,  who  should  per-  .em  every  election  in  our  country,  by  rc- 
*>r  Anti-Trinitarians.  Some  laws  have  suade  himself^  that  a  perjured,  murde-  'fusing  to  vote  for  men  of  infidel  and  im- 
hcen  enacted  by  Congress  against  the  ci-  ‘rous,  suicidal  villain  is  as  sure,  without  moral  character  ;  and  this  would  be  truly 
vil  rights  of  those  orthodox  Christians  ]  repentance,  of  everlasting  life,  as  the  man  constitutional  and  republican,  for  the  ma- 
who  hold  it  to  be  unlawful  to  pursue  se-  of  truth  and  benevolence,  who  realizes  jority  of  votes  ought  to  elect.  The  dif- 
cular  business  on  the  Lord’s  day,  where-  that  all  liars  shfill  have  their  part  in  un-  ;ferent  denominations  of  Presbyterians  in 
W  they  are  all  excluded  fiom  any  parti-  '  quenchable  firt.  !the  Uoil®d  States  ednfain  at  least  half  a 
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iniliioii  «r  voters;  who  ought  to!'  REPLY.  jjbe  excluded.  This,  then,  is  the  princi- 

come  into  tiie  Held,  armed  witli  votes  forj:  Xo  Dr.  Elt. — Rev.  Sir— -1  assure  you  Ip^®  which  that  party  is  endeavoring  (o 
men  of  known  integrity  and  men  friend-  (hat  I  have  read  the  above  address  with  j  set  vp—lhe  exclu$ion  of  men  from  civil  of- 
ly  to  Christianity.  The  Methodists  and  ‘deep  attention— -an  attention  which  I  can-|j^®*  account  of  thetr  religious  opinion). 

jiaplists  are  each  of  nearly  the  same  jwlit- P  not  expect  the  following  reply  will  re- 1 1  Dr.  this  is  the  principle  which 

ical  strength;  for  hall  the  millions  cfjjceive  from  readers  in  general.  You  call  ,r*the  Christian  party  in  politics”  are  de- 
jmpulation  incur  union  arc  connected  me.  Dr.  an  “anti-christian,”  a  “thief,”i!**t'OU8  to  establish — THE  exclusion  op 
witii  these  three  denominations  of  profes-j'and  a  “robber  you  denominate  my  FROM  civil  office  on  account 

sing  Christians,  and  not  one  immoral  ^  pinions  “irreligious,”  and  accuse  me  ofj;OF  their  religious  opinions.  Now 
mail,  not  one  infidel,  not  one  Universa  r disregarding  the  words  of  our  Lord  Jesus  1 1  <^0  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  this 
list  in  the  Union  has  any  cici/rip/it  to  ex- 1  Christ.  As  all  these  things  are  foreign!;  principle  is  virtuallyunconstitutional.— 
poet  or  demand  the  surtrage  of  one  of  them,  ,  ,(o  the  subject  in  discussion  between  us,  Dct  Congress  pass  it  into  a  statute,  and 
so  long  as  they  judge  it  will  best  conduce  JJand  need  not  have  been  introduced  at  all,  i!  becomes  directly  unconstitutional.— 
to  the  public  good  for  them  to  support  |  I  pass  them  over  with  a  very  slight  no- '[Should  a  statute  ever  be  passed  enforcing 
dillereut  characters  by  their  sufl'rages.  |  (ice.  I  assure  you  they  create  no  feel- 1|  this  principle,  we  shall  see  one  sectes* 
About  12,000,000,  of  persons  in  our  |  mgs  of  anger  or  resentment  in  me  ;  nor  jtablished  by  law,  to  the  exclusion  ofoth* 
country  will  decease  in  the  course  ofthir-l'are  they’  any’  cause  of  regret,  except  in-ijcrs  ;  and  this  is,  in  every  sense,  a  union 
ty  years ;  and  of  course  nearly'  4,000,000  'asmuch  as  they  show,  that  you.  Dr.,  can  ||Of  church  and  state~it  is  the  church  lup¬ 
in  ion  years.  In  the  same  tcii  years  at, descend  to  tbe  use  of  such  language,  and  [ported  by  law.  What  do  we  mean  byi 
least  one  third  of  all  the  legal  electors  ofj  can  write  in  a  tone  of  arrogance  and  in-l;  union  of  church  and  state  but  this— tott 
the  country  will  have  become  of  age  to  civility.  But  I  freely  forgive  whatever |i  the  state  patronizes  by  statute  aparticu- 
vofo  ill  elections,  ami  of  these  a  large  j  is  therein  amiss,  and  excuse  it,  so  far  as  Jlar  set  of  religious  opinions  ?  Do  you  not 
portion  will  have  experienced  all  the  mo- j  I  can,  on  the  ground,  that  the  members  |  then,  Dr.  in  state  affairs,  in  affaiis  of 
ml  ami  benign  elTccts  of  Sabbath  Schools.  ;of  your  sect,  being  unused  to  contradic-ij oaths,  elections,  &c.  mean  to  patronize 
Under  thcinlluence  of  moral  and  religious  j'tion,  have  unw-arily  fallen  into  this  habit,  [la  particular  set  of  religious  opinions?  You 
principles  formed  in  Sabbath  Schools,  I  My  principal  object  in  addressing  you  ;| avow  this  to  be  your  object ;  and  hence 
llu'v  will  regulate  tlieir  political  conduct,  j  at  first,  was  to  ascertain  w  hether  the  dorni-  !|  I  cannot  see,  but  that  you  adopt  a  princi- 
It  is  highly  probable,  therefore,  thatin||Hant  ecclesiastics  of  the  United  5’ta/€s,lipJe,  which,  whenever  it  shall  receive  the 
ten  years  the  blessed  result  of  our  Sab-  \hace  any  design  against  the  civil  rights  of  i  form  of  law,  will  be  literally  what  it  is 
batli  Schools  will  be.  to  exclude,  lawful-' who  differ  from  them  in  opinion. . —  |(now  virtually,  a  uniou  of  church  and 
ly,  ami  constitutionally,  wicked  and  un-|,Your  answer  has  fully  settled  this  ques-|j  state.  On  what  account  do  you  wish  In 


their  country’.  plaining  erroneous  opinions.  You  allow,  ! your  thoughts.  No  matter  how  honest 

The  Ortliodox  arc  endeavoring  to  getllthat  the  object  of  this  party  is  to  prevent  ithey  may  be,  nor  how  well  qualified  to 
tlic  govonimcnt  of  the  nation  into  their  the  election  of  men  hostile  to  the  ebris- j‘^‘seharge  civil  duties,  all  this  availeth 
hands,  it  is  true,  by  endeavoring  through  .Jlian  religion.  However  moral  and  amia- [them  nothing;  they  must  be  pro^ribed 
the  power  of  trutli  to  make  all  their  fel-|;ble  an  unbeliever  of  the  Christian  system  account  of  their  religious  opinions.— 
low  citizens  men  of  moral  and  religious  j'may  be,  it  is  the  determination  of  this  i  You  say  Dr.  that  “to  determine  that  per- 
character.  It  is  high  time  for  Ortliodox  party  to  admit  him  to  no  civil  office. —  jsons  who  deny  future  punishments  shall 
men  to  im|uire  “Have  we  no  vote  ?  And  ,  And,  moreover,  this  “Christian  party  in  admitted  to  their  oaths  ia-eivil  courts, 
ouglit  wo  not  to  choose  any  good  man  of,  politics”  mean  to  determine  who  are  ; would  be  a  union  of  Universaliim  end 
any  truly  religious  denomination,  in  pre-  j  ehristians,  and  who  are  not.  They  main-  civil  law.'^  Then  I  ask,  what  it  istode- 
fercnce  to  a  bad  man  I  appeal  to  Uni- 1!  tain,  not  only  that  all  actual  unbelievers  'termine  they  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
vcrsivlists  to  know,  if  they  do  not  elect!  of  the  Christian  religion  are  not  chris-  Aheir  oaths  ?  Is  it  not,  by  your  own  res- 
luon  of  their  own  irreligious  opinions ;  tiaiis,  but  that  all  the  profersed  Christian  ^^iug,  a  union  of  orthodoxy  and  civil 
when  they  can  ;  and  wliether  the  ortho- 1!  sects,  whose  peculiar  opinions  are  not  ?  Here  then,  if  your  logic  b®  goo^i 
dox  have  arry  right  to  demand  their  votes,  I  pleasing  to  them,  are  also  not  Christians.  |We  have  already  the  hated  union  of  liw 
or  to  coinjilain,  that  tliey  are  not  chosen  Jlence,  in  your  first  paragraph,  you  call  [““J  religion,  or  church  and  state, 
to  office  by  heretics,  drunkards  ami  bias-  ,your  own  sentiments  “the  essential  and  You  justify  yourself  from  the  chargeof 
pliemers.  We  award  to  you,  Mr.  Uni-  most  palpable  doctrines  of  Christ,”  and  designing  to  take  away  the  civil  rights  of 
verbalist,  the  same  liberty  which  we  ask  denounce  all  those  who  conscientiously  |  Universalists,  in  regard  to  making  oath, 
for  ourselves ;  and  we  acknowledge  you  j  discard,  not  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  but  i  by  the  plea  that  they  never  had  such  a 
to  have  tlie  same  c/riV  rights  which  we  j  your  sentiments,  as  “Illiberal  Anti-Chris-  right — that  there  is  no  constitution  which 
riij.>y.  You  have  a  nghty  which  you  ex- ,  tians.”  Will  this  “Christian  party  in  pol-  confers  it  upon  them — and  consequentlv, 
exi'isc,  to  vote  agreeably  to  your  own  ■  itics”  allow  that  Universalists  are  Chris-  when  their  oaths  are  rejected,  no  right 
judgment  and  rlioice.  Complain  not  ifi  tians  ?  No.  Will  they  allow  that  Uni- i is  infringed.  But,  Dear  Doctor,  are  you 
we  exercise  a  similar  right.  If  we  can,  I'tarians,  of  any  grade,  are  Christians  ?  No.  satisfied  with  this  position  ?  Do  you  see 
we  will  convince  and  convert  all  immoral  Will  they  allow  that  any  who  reject  the  !  nothing  objectionable,  nothing  fallacious 
and  irreligious  men,  by  the  efficacy  of  doctrine  of  Atonement  are  Christians  ?  in  it  ?  If  you  do  not,  how  highly  soever 
prayer  ami  divine  truth  ;  and  thus  we  will  i|  No.  I  know  not  precisely  where  they  your  friends  may  prize  you  as  a  divine, 
become  of  one  mind,  that  he  who  ruloth';  would  draw  the  dividing  line,  but  it  is  I  think  very  few  can  hold  you  in  great 
over  men  should  be  just,  ruling  iu  the  jj  safe  to  say,  that  all  those  who  are  gene-  esteem  as  a  politician.  Have  men  then 
I'efir  of  ihc  Lord.  rally  termc^'Iiberal  Christians”  would  s  no  rights,  except  those  which  are  confer- 


principieu  men  irom  ouices,  oy  uie  reiu-  ,  (ion.  t  or  you  explicitly  avow,  that  it  is  '  a®pnve  universaiisis  ol  tne  ngnt  ol  ma- 
sal  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  elect  them,  the  settled  purpose  of  “the  Christian  par- 1|  king  oath  ?  Aos. — On  account  of  their 
This  is  a  consummation  most  devoutly  ty  in  politics”  to  exclude  from  all  civil  j  r®hgious  opinions — because  their  views 
to  be  wisiied  bv  all  good  men,  who  lovo'  otfice  those  whom  they  regard  as  enter-  h'*'®  your  views — nor  their  thoughts 
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red  upon  them  by  tbe  constitutions  and 
statutes  ?  Really,  our  political  fathers 
entertained  a  different  opinion,  when  they 
said  “we  hold  these  truths  to  be  self  ev¬ 
ident — that  all  men  are  created  equal ; 
that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator, 
(not  by  human  laws)  with  certain  unali¬ 
enable  rights ;  that  among  these  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.” — 
Franklin,  Jefferson,  and  their  associates, 
did  not  hold  to  your  opinions,  Doctor,con- 
ceming  the  origin  of  human  rights.  The 
constitution  of  the  United  States  does  not 
confer  on  Univer^^alists  the  right  to  make 
oath  it  is  true,  but  does  it  coufer  this  right 
on  any  other  class  of  Christians  ?  It  sup¬ 
poses  the  citizens  to  be  possessed  natu¬ 
rally  of  this  and  all  other  civil  rights,  and 
it  leaves  them  possessed  of  all,  except 
those  which  it  has  expressly  delegated  to 
the  national  authorities  for  the  good  of 
the  white  people.  Hence,  the  10th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  amendments  to  that  constitution, 
provides,  that  ‘‘  the  powers,  not  delega¬ 
ted  to  the  United  States  by  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people.”  All  rights  are  originally 
vested  in  the  people,and  by  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  the  rulers  ao  not  confer  rights  on 
the  people,  for  that  they  cannot  do,  but 
the  people  delegate  power  to  the  rulers 
for  the  public  go^  ;  and  the  people  al¬ 
ways  retain  in  themselves  all  power  which 
they  do  not  thus  give  to  their  rulers.  To 
the  State  Constitutions,  in  the  most  of  ca¬ 
ses,  a  “Bill  of  Rights,”. so  called,  is  pre¬ 
fixed,  which  is  nothing  more  than  a  spe¬ 
cification  of  the  rights  of  the  people. — 
The  third  article  of  the  “Bill  of  Rights,” 
attached  to  the  constitution  of  N.  Hamp¬ 
shire,  is  full  of  wisdom.  “When  men  en¬ 
ter  into  a  state  of  society,  they  surrender 
lip  some  of  their  natural  rights  to  that  so¬ 
ciety,  in  order  to  ensure  the  protection  0/ 
others;  and  without  such  an  equivalent, 
the  surrender  is  void.”  The  voice  of 
New-Haiupshire  declares,  “every  indivi¬ 
dual  has  a  natural  and  unalienable  right 
to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  own  conscience  and  reason,  and  no 
subject  shall  be  hurt,  molested,  or  res¬ 
trained,  in  his  person,  liberty,  or  estate, 
for  worshipping  God  in  the  manner  and 
season  most  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of: 
hit  own  conscience,  or  for  his  religious ! 
profession,  sentiments,  or  persuasion.” — ! 
Massachusetts  holds  the  same  language! 
on  this  subject,  in  her  Constitution.  The ' 
old  charter,  granted  to  Rhode  Island  by  i 
King  Charles  II.  provides  “that  no  person ' 
Within  the  said  colony,  at  any  time  here-  i 
>fter,shall  be  any  wise  molested,  punish-' 
od, disquieted,  or  called  in  question  for  a- 
oy  differences  in  opinion  in  matters  of, 
roIigioD.”  New-York^declares.  thattlic' 
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be  capable  of  being  elected  into  any  of¬ 
fice  of  profit  or  trust,  or  being  a  member 
of  either  branches  of  the  Legislature,  & 
shall  fully  and  freely  enjoy  every  privilege 
and  immunity,  enjoyed  by  others  of  their 
fellow  subjects.”  Delaware  says,  “No 
religious  test  shall  be  required  as  a  quali¬ 
fication  to  any  office,  or  public  trust,  un¬ 
der  this  State.’’In  the  newly  formed  con¬ 
stitution  of  Virginia,  it  is  provided  that 
no  man  shall  be  enforced,  restrained,  mo¬ 
lested  or  burthened  in  his  body  or  goods, 
or  otherwise  suffer  on  account  of  his  re- 
jgious  opinions  or  belief,  “  but  all  men 
shall  be  free  to  profess,  and  by  argument 


free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religiousj!  whether  those  citizens,  who  are  iiotPres- 
profession  and  worship,  without  t/iscri/ni-'jbyterians,  have  not  just  cause  to  be  alar- 
nc/ion  or  pre/er€»re,  shall  forever  hereaf-  jmed,  when  they  see  a  powerful  party 


terbe  allowed,  w'ithin  this  state,toall  man¬ 
kind.”  The  exercise  of  religious  liberty  N. 
Jersey  grants  to  all  Protestants  without 


formed,  headed  by  the  clergy,  w  hose  a- 
vowed  object  is  to  exclude  them  from  aft 
civil  office?  If  men  are  elected  with  re- 


any  restriction.  “No  Protestant  inhabi-jjference  to  their  religious  principles,  they 
tant  of  this  colony  shall  be  denied  thCij  will  rule  with  reference  to  their  religious 
enjoyment  of  any  civil  right,  merely  on  ||  principles;  and  their  sectarian  partialities 
account  of  his  religious  principles ;  but  ]  will  be  as  visible  in  their  administrations 
that  all  persons,  professing  a  beliefinthe  -as  their  elections.  1  ou  may  perhaps  call 
faith  of  any  Protestant  sect,  who  shall;  this  ruling  “in  the  fear  of  God.”  It  is 
demean  themselves  peaceably  under  the  livery  much  like  the  rest  of  the  conduct 
government,  as  hereby  established,  shall  j!  which  the  clergy  have  done  “in  the  fear 


iOf  God.”  There  is  nothing  I  can  conceive 
which  I  more  deeply  dread,  than  that  a 
:  race  of  bigots  should  exercise  their  unho- 
'ly  influence  over  onr  national  or  stale 
!  councils.  It  is  “my  hearts  desire  and 
’prayer  to  God,”  that  we  may  be  a  reli¬ 
gious  people,  in  ^le  true  sense  of  that 
i  phrase;  but  it  is  my  equally  ardent  de- 
jsire  that  we  may  not  be  a  nation  of  hypo- 
jerites  and  sectaries.  I  pray  God  that  ev¬ 
ery  man  may  enjoy  his  religious  rights  ; 
land  that  the  good,  the  really  and  truly 
I  good  men,  of  patriotic  and  republican 
i principles,  may  rule  over  us,  whatever 
li  may  be  their  opinions  in  regard  to  ve¬ 


to  maintain  their  opinions  in  matters  ofi|li}?ion.  We  have  never  had  a  Pre¬ 


sident  of  these  United  States  who  would 
have  been  elected  by  the  “Christian  par¬ 
ty  in  politics.”  No  man  knew  Washing¬ 
ton’s  particular  religious  opinions.  He 
attached  himself  to  no  denomination. — 
His  successor  was  an  Unitarian.  Jeffer¬ 
son,  although  holding  Jesus  and  his  doc¬ 
trine  in  high  estimation,  can  hardly  be 
said  to  be  a  Christian.  Mr.  Madison’s  re¬ 
ligious  views  have  not  been  made  know  n 
to  the  world,  nor  have  Mr  Monroe’s  — 
The  late  President  Adams,  like  his  father, 
was  an  Unitarian;  and  what  is  President 
Jackson’s  faith,  the  nation  knows  not. — 
Which  of  these  men  would  have  been  se- 
You  ”h*^ve  “Christian  party  in  politics?” 

Neither;  and  I  very  much  question  whe- 

ere  to- 
ould  not 

drive  out  of  office  nine  in  ten  of  our  pres¬ 
ent  civil  rulers. 

I  have  one  or  two  more  questions  to 
propound  to  you.  Dr.  Ely.  I  asked  you 
whether  it  were  not  a  fact,  that  the 
“Christian  party  in  politics”  have  designs 
against  the  civil  rights  of  those  who  disa¬ 
gree  wtih  them  in  religious  opinions,  par¬ 
ticularly  against  Universalists.  You 
maintain  that  they  have  no  designs  against 
the  civil  rights  of  others,  because  these 
others  ha.\e  no  civil  rights.  Universalists 
cannot  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  making 
oath,  you  contend,  because  that  right  nev¬ 
er  was  confered  upon  them.  I  have 


'religion,and  the  same  shall  in  no  wise  af- 
'fect,  diminish,  or  enlarge  their  civil  ca¬ 
pacities.”  It  is  useless  to  quote  any  fur¬ 
ther  from  the  constitutions  of  the  sever¬ 
al  States.  With  a  very  few  exceptions, 

(Pennsylvania  being  one,)  they  all  guar¬ 
antee  to  tbe  citizens  the  most  unrestricted : 
religious  liberty,  forbidding  any  religious  | 
tests  whatever,  and  declaring  that  a  man’s 
'religious  opinions  shall  in  no  wise  affect 
his  civil  capacities.  j 

You,  Dr.  Ely,  have  most  deliberately  I 
land  seriously,  avowed  it  to  be  the  pur- j 
Ipose  of  the  “  Christian  party  in  politics,”, 
to  exclude  from  all  civil  oflice  those  whose 
opinions  are  not  orthodox 
justified  the  principle  of  excluding  men  iS^^'tlier;  and  1  s-ery  rnucli  quest.oi 

from  the  right  of  making  oath,  because  I J'*®  " 

their  opinions  are  not  orthodox ;  &  have  il^orrow  to  go  into  full  cfiect,  it  ^vo 

even  maintained  the  doctrine,  that  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  are  not  natural  or 
unalienable,  but  are  conferred  upon  them 
by  the  constitutions  and  laws.  It  appears 
to  me  a  fact  which  cannot  be  disputed, 
that  the  principles  for  which  you  contend, 
are  opposed  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence — to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  and  the  Constitutions  of  the 
several  States  in  the  Union.  That  Pres¬ 
byterians  have  a  right  to  vote  for  whom 
they  please,  cannot  be  questioned;  but  it 
may  be  questioned  whether  it  be  sound  | 
policy,  and  consistent  with  the  spirit  ofi 
our  political  institutions,  to  elect  men  to  ji 


civil  office,  solely  in  reference  to  their;;  shown  unquestionably,  that  our  rights  are 
religious  views.  And  I  moreover  8sk,Una/«ra/,  and  a-e  not  confered  upon  us  by 
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any  eurtlily  power,  and  oonseriueiilly,  that]  ly  news,  and  the  mother  and  daughter' 
l^uversalists  have  the  same  rights  that  ‘employed  themselves  at  the  needle,  a 
all  other  classes  of  the  citizens  have.  Doj  slight  knock  was  heard  at  the^treet  door,  j 
you  not,  then.  Dr.  with  your  whole  “or-  It  was  one  of  those  tremulous,  hesitating; 
tliodox  party  in  politics,”  stand  condemn-]!  knocks,  that  the  poor  sometimes  give  at] 
ed,  by  your  "own  confession,  of  having;  thedooroftherich,dubiou8  whether  to  ask  j 
designs'against  the  civil  rights  of  those  admittance  or  not.  Mrs.  C*"***  started,] 
who  do  not  agree  with  you  in  religious'  and  wondered  who  could  be  out  such  a  I 

night  as  this;  the  door  opened,  and  aj 
slender  female  form,  pale  and  trembling, 
entered  the  room.  She  had  no  bonnet, 


opinion  r 

Do  you  think.  Dr.  Ely,  that  sensible 
men  will  believe,  that  the  design  of  an 
“orthodox  party  in  politics,’’  originated  and  her  long  dark  hair  was  heavy  with 
in  patriotism,  and  took  its  rise  in  a  sin-]  the  frozen  drops  of  rain,  which  as  the 
••ere  desire  for  the  country’s  good  No,i  light  shone  upon  them,  glittered , like  so 
sir,  it  will  be  regarded  by  them  all  as  a  many  diamonds  ;  her  dress,  though  scru- 
acclarian  plot.  The  design  carries  its  pulously  neat,  had  evidently  been  much 
character  on  its  very  face,  it  is  not  re-ji  mended,  and  was  far  too  thin  for  the  sea- 
gard  for  the  country,  it  is  not  regard  for,  son;  a  small  shawl  w'as  wrapped  around] 
jmre  religion,  but  it  is  a  spirit  of  secta-j  her,  which  in  spite  of  its  scant iness,gave 
‘rism  that  gave  it  birth;  and  the  memory  an  elegance  to  her  figure.  She  advanced 
of  the  child  will  go  down  to  posterity  al-:  to  the  middle  of  the  room;  her  steps  were 
ways  associated  to  the  memory  of  its  pa-j  light  and  graceful.  Though  her  appar 
rents.  If  the  clergy  of  this  country  wish  i  el  bespoke  poverty,  yet  there  was  nothing 
to  disgrace  themselves,  and  be  regarded!  of  the  mendicant  in  either  her  looks  or 
by  future  generations  as  a  set  of  canting,!  manners.  As  she  took  the  chair  that  was 
hypocritical  and  ambitious  intermeddlers proffered  her,  she  threw  back  the  dark 
in  civil  matters, let  them  keep  on  in  their,,  locks  from  her  high  forehead,  and  utter- 
present  course,  and  hurry  to  the  doom]  ed,  “thank  you,”  with  so  sweet  a  voice, 
that  awaits  them.  They  will  disgrace i|  it  sounded  like  a  soft  strain  of  music. — 
the  very  office^  they  hold — their  influ-];  She  continued  silent  for  a  few  minutes, 
once  will  be  entirely  lost;  and  the  greatl!  with  an  air  of  embarrassment,  as  though 
object  of  the  people  in  future  will  be,  not  she  half  shrunk  from  the  object  of  her 
to  receive  benefit  from  them,  but  to  keep]  visit.  At  length,  as  if  from  sudden  re- 
them  from  oppressing  the  citizens.  I  ne-ij  collection,  she  raised  her  dark  eyes  to- 

ver  said  what  I  more  fully  believed.  [!  wards  Mr.  C - ,  and  as  quickly  low- 

You  do  me  credit.  Dr.  when  you  say,|jered  them,  and  colored  deeply,  as  she 
you  find  me  among  the  number  of  those,'|niet  his  scrutinizing  gaze.  Another  si- 
who  arc  opposed  to  Congress  passing  any  ';  lence  ensued,  and  a  more  painful  embar- 
law  in  regard  to  the  Sabbath  Mails.  Ij]  rassment ;  but  soon  summoning  all  her 
am  among  that  number.  And  weak  and  resolution,  she  told  her  simple  tale  in  a 
feeble  though  my  influence  may  be,  I  few  words.  She  had  seen  better  days ; 
trust  it  wiil  always  be  exerted  in  favor  she  was  now  a  poor  woman,  whose  hus- 
of  unrestricted  religious  liberty,  and  a  ,  band  had  been  unfortunate,  and  in  a  mo- 
total  separation  of  the  things  of  the  church  1 1  nient  of  despair  he  had  left  her  and  gone 
and  the  state.  I  now  understand  you. — I  to  sea;  but  he  nev'er  returned.  After  his 
If  Uuiversalistshave  the  same  civil  rights];  death,  she  had  kept  a  little  school  for  the 
with  others,  if  possible,  you  will  take  raaintainance  of  herself  and  child,  till 
them  away.  You  may  depend,  Di  on  i  within  a  few  weeks,  when  her  boy  fell 
niy  steady  opposition;  but  to  your  person!  *11»  and  she  had  spent  her  little  all. — 
and  happiness  believe  that  I  am,  j.  Knowing  that  the  town  appropriated  a 

Your  friend  and  well  wisher,  small  fund  for  the  distressed,  and  that  Mr. 

Thomas  Wiiittemore.  I]C - was  one  of  the  overseers,  she  had 

.called  to  procure  a  little  wood  till  heaven 
should  determine  the  fate  of  her  child. — 

!  But  her  youth  and  distress  availed  her 


A  TALE  OF  WO. 

It  was  one  of  those  cold,  blustering  e 
venings,  so  common  to  our  climate,  when]!  not;  for  before  she  made  her  request,  itj 
the  wind  blows  strongly  from  the  north-]  had  been  refused  in  the  heart  of  the  un¬ 
east,  accompanied  with  snow  and  sleet ;!;  feeling  man.  He  told  her  he  was  not  au- 
one  of  those  nights  on  which  the  good  thorised  to  give  her  any  thing,  unless  she 
housewife,  as  she  closes  the  evening  ;  went  to  the  workhouse,  and  he  would 
shutters,  often  exclaims, “how  I  pity  poor  call  on  the  morrow,  and  take  her  and  her 
sailors  to-night,”  and  the  tender  hearted  child  there.  She  looked' at  him  for  a 
daughter  weeps  for  those  who  have  no  moment,  as  though  she  hardly  credited 
home;  when  just  ns  Sir.  C****  and  his]iher  own  senses,  and  a  blush  of  indigna-|i 
family  had  seated  themselves  around  the!: tion  glowed  upon  her  pale  cheek.  But 
evening  fire,  the  father  rctiding  the  week-,  as  (he  sufferings  of  her  poor  child  presen-  i 


ted  themselvc'^  to  her  view, every  feelinn 
of  anger  vanished,  and  she  burst  into 
tears.  She  told  him,  that  should  her 
child  recover,  she  should  need  no  assist- 
ance;  but  unless  something  could  be  done 
her  child  would  perish  before  the  mor¬ 
row  ;  or  should  it  survive,  it  would 
be  too  sick  to  be  removed,  and  clasping 
her  delicate  hands,  she  exclaimed,  “it  is 
not  pride;  but  I  cannot,  no,  I  never  can 
enter  that  hated  house.  I  will  go  to  my 
babe,  and  perhaps  he  who  careth  for  the 
w’idow  and  the  orphan  will  relieve  us.” 
She  arose  to  depart.  At  this  moment  the 
servant  replenished  the  already  glowing 
fire;  she  hesitated — and  glancing  at  the 
wood,  “I  am  not  nauch  used  to  begging; 
but  my  child — perhaps  one  stick  of  that 

would  save  his  life.”  But  Mr.  C - 

had  been  too  much  irritated  at  the 
warmth  she  discovered  at  the  mention  of 
the  w  orkhouse,  to  comply  with  this  re¬ 
quest.  He  refused,  and  his  family  knew 
his  mood  too  well  to  remonstrate.  She 
sighed  deeply,  and  departed.  When  she 
reached  her  comfortless  dwelling,  she 
found  the  last  remaining  embers  of  her 
chimney  extinguished ,  and  dismissing 
the  shivering  girl  whom  she  had  procured 
to  slay  in  her  absense,  she  trimmed  the 
dim  taper,  and  bent  with  silent  agony  o- 
ver  the  cradle  of  her  expiring  child.  His 
lips  w'ere  parched  ;  his  eyes  half  unclo¬ 
sed,  and  his  hands  and  feet  very  cold.  As 
the  feeble  light  gleamed  upon  his  pale 
features  he  awoke.  “Mother,  I  am  cold,” 
he  lisped,  as  he  strove  to  reach  his  little 
arms  towards  her;  but  they  again  sank  by 
his  side.  She  took  her  child  to  her  bo¬ 
som,  and  strove  by  her  warmth  to  restore 
him  to  life.  He  asked  for  drink;  she  took 
a  cup  from  the  table,skimmed  off  the  ga¬ 
thering  ice  w'ith  her  fingers,  and  present¬ 
ed  it  to  the  lips  of  the  little  sufferer;  he 
drank  it  to  the  bottom;  a  cold  dew  gather¬ 
ed  upon  his  little  brow  ,  he  whispered 
“mother,”  and  expired.  She  wept  not; 
despair  had  settled  upon  her,  and  sbe 
calmly  watched  his  placid  features  till 
morning.  Thus  much  do  I  know  of  her 
story.  Should  this  portrait  meet  the  eyes 
of  one, to  whom  conscience  shall  whisper, 
ihov  art  the  mitn,  the  intentions  of  the 
writer  will  be  answered. — Portland  Cou- 


MERE  MORALITY. 

The  simple  doctrine  which  teaches  to 
“  cease  to  do  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well,” 
has  been  unpopular  with  the  multitude 
in  all  ages  and  countries:  to  them  the 
belief  of  mystery,  and  the  practice  of  su¬ 
perstition  is  easy,  but  the  reformation  of 
life,  is  like  the  (poetical)  ascent  from  hell 
— .//ic  labor,  hoc  opus.— Monthly  Re¬ 
pository,  1812. 
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magazine  ane  advocate. 


St.  James  dosrribos  as  beinp  “  pure  and  nndcfded  |j  already  perused  the  letter,  I  presume  he  did  not 
before  God  and  the  Father,”  which  is  this,  “  toil  wish  another  cop)’. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS.  I 

The  poetry  from  Remsen  contains  too  much 
plagiarism  to  be  admitted  to  a  placf;  in  our  col¬ 
umns.  “  J.  H.  H.”  is  not  sufficiently  connected,  j 
nor  grammatical;  and  wc  have  not  time  to  copy  j| 
his  article.  “  J.  S.”  will  find  his  rcfjucst  in  part  i 
complied  with  in  the  sermon  published  in  our  twoll 
last  Nos.  The  expositions  of  scripture  requested 
aball  be  given  as  fast  as  we  find  opportunity. 

The  second  Report  of  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  in ' 
our  national  legislature,  which  we  this  day  pub-  ^ 
lish,  is  too  good  to  need  the  praise  of  our  feeble  ii 
pen.  It  well  matches  with  the  first  from  the  samc| 
able  statesman.  It  is  an  effectual  driving  of  the 
“  nail”  (which  he  so  well  hammered  last  winter) 
into  its  “  sure  place,”  the  good  sense  of  the  Arne- ' 
rican  peoj)le.  We  hardly  know  how  to  spare  | 
room  in  our  columns  to-day,  for  the  whole  of  it,  j 
but  wc  cannot  abridge  it ;  and  we  are  sure  our  i 
paper  cannot  be  filled  with  better  matter. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
the  important  discussion  between  Doctor  Ely  and 
the  Editor  of  the  “Trumpet  and  Universalist 
Magazine,”  which  commences  on  our  first  page. 

NEW  UNIVERSALIST  SOCIETIES.  i 

A  Society  of  Univcrsalists,  consisting  of  about, 
fifty  members,  has  recently  been  formed  in  New- 
pert,  N.  H.  1 

A  Society  of  Univcrsalists  has  been  organized 
in  Mason,  N.  II.  I 

Another  Universalist  Society  has  been  formed 
in  St.  Albans,  Vt.  a  place  which  has  long  been 
considered  the  strong  hold  of  Orthodo.xy.  | 

A  Universalist  Society  has  lately  been  organiz-  j 
ed  in  Danvers,  Mass,  consisting  principally  of 
seceding  members  from  the  Baptist  Societies.  I 
And  another  in  Chelmsford,  Mass,  which  is  soidj 
to  be  composed  of  many  members  of  the  Unita-j 
rian  Society  in  that  place,  the  members  withdraw- ; 
ing  from  the  Unitarian  and  uniting  with  the  Uni- 
vcrsalist  Society  on  account  of  the  clergyman  of 
the  former  denomination  refusing  to  e.xcliangc 
with  ministers  of  the  latter.  j 

A  Universalist  Society  has  been  formed  in  Sid- , 
ncy,  and  anothef  in  Athens,  Maine.  ,  | 

The  Universalists  in  Albany,  N.  Y.  (who  have ' 
lately  erected  a  hou.se  of  worship)  have  of  late ' 
formed  themselves  into  a  regular  Society ;  and  , 
we  are  happy  to  learn  the  cause  is  gaining  ground . 
and  their  prospects  brightening  under  the  faithful 
labors  of  Br.  W'm.  S.  Balch.  » 

A  VILL.AGE  DIALOGUE,  | 

Btltoem  a  Universalist  cuu  Presbyterian. 

Unu  Good  morning,  Mr.  P.  how  goes  your 
revival  in  this  place  now  7 
Pres.  Not  very  well;  there  have  got  to  be  so 
many  Univcrsalists  in  the  place,  that  1  fear  they 
will  efimitually  prevent  the  revival  from  extending 
in  any  comaderablb  degree,  in  Utica. 

VnL  Why,  Sir,  Universalists  do  not  oppose, 
nor  have  they  ever  opposed  a  revival  of  true  and : 
^nuinc  rthgion.  They  hold  to  that  religion  which ' 


UTIC.A,  S.4TURDAY,  MARCH  20, 1830.  ,  visit  the  widows  and  the  fatherless  in  their  afflic-i  Uni.  Well,  I  think  this  act  of  his  disyvered 

’  tions,  and  to  keep  themselves  uncorrupted  from  |I  a  mean  and  malicious,  as  well  as  hypocritical 

the  vires  of  the  world;”  and  they  earnestly  desire ;!  mind.  For  allowing  he  had  not  read  the  letter, 
a  revival  of  this  kind  of  religion.  To  be  sure,  ;  what  are  we  to  think  of  him,  when  as  he  pretends 
they  do  not  approve  of  fanaticism,  loud  and  bois-  to  so  much  love  for  the  souls  of  men  and  so  earnest- 
terous  declamation,  threatenings  of  endless  dam-  !  ly  to  seek  their  good,  and  is  endeavoring  to  re- 
dation,  which  arc  not  to  be  found  in  the  Bible,  ^  lute  and  overthrow  the  religious  system  of  a  largo 
and  attending  conference,  prayer  and  an.xiousj' denomination  of  Christians,  he  at  the  same  time 
meetings,  seven  nights  and  half  as  many  days  in  will  not  read  their  writings  nor  inform  himself  of 
the  week,  to  the  neglect  of  their  domestic  and  ne-  the  real  sentiments  of  those  he  opposes  ?  Can  he 
cessary  duties  to  their  families.  But  I  thought  i  be  sincerely  in  search  of  truth?  But  as  he  Imd 
Mr.  Lansing  had  undertaken  to  put  deten  this  i  read  the  letter  before,  this  manceuvre  serves  to 
dreadful  heresy  of  Universalism,  in  this  place.  |  exhibit  both  hypocrisy  and  malice. 

Pres.  True,  he  has  been  preaching  against  i  Pres.  Well,  I  hope  for  his  credit  and  welfare, 
Universalism  this  long  time ;  but  to  tell  the  truth,  iboth  here  and  hereafter,  he  is  not  a  hypocrite ; 

I  believe  he  has  made  ten  t^niversalists  where  he  |  and  that  in  the  end,  all  will  finally  terminate  well, 
has  converted  one:  and  I  sincerely  wish  he  had  1:  Uni.  That  all  will  finally  terminate  well  I  havo 
never  commenced  his  lectures  on  that  subject,  the  fullest  confidencisto  believe ;  for  I  verily  be- 
He  has  been  admonished  enough  by  the  mem-  licvcthe  Lord  has  sent  Mr.  L.  here  as  a  special 
bers  of  his  church,  to  desist ;  but  he  is  determin-  I  judgment  upon  Presbyterians  for  their  former 
ed  to  take  his  own  course.  sins  under  Mr.  Finney,  and  that  he  will  be  tho 

Uni.  But  how  does  it  happen,  that  his  preach-  means  of  upbuilding  the  cause  of  Universalism 
ing  against  Universalism  makes  ten  Universalists  (which  I  consider  the  cause  dt  truth)  very  rapid- 
where  it  converts  one  ?  ly  in  this  place.  For  the  very  means  he  uses  and 

Pres.  Why,  it  calls  tho  attention  of  many  of  the  various  arts  and  machinations  he  resorts  to, 
his  hearers  to  the  subject,  who  had  never  thought  I  cannot  but  operate  directly  counter  to  his  inten- 
of  if  before,  and  induces  a  wi.«h  in  them  to  hear  tions.  His  ({enunciations  against  a  young  man 
and  read  the  opinions  of  that  denomination,  and  who  w  orks  in  the  printing  office  on  the  Magazine 
many  of  them  are  led  to  embrace,  at  first  view,  and  Advocate,  telling  him  he  was  “going  direct- 
those  very  diH.trines  which  Mr.  Lansing  opposes,  ly  to  hell,"  that  “every  stroke  of  work  he  did  on 
Uni.  Well,  is  not  this  a  convincing  argument  that  paper,  would  sink  him  deeper,  and  aggravate 
in  favor  of  the  doctrine  of  Universalism,  if  on  e.\-  his  misery  in  hell  fire,”  &c. — lus  going  from  house 
amination,  it  leads  people  to  embrace  it?  But  to  house,  (and  sending  other  emissaries  to  do  tlie 
is  there  not  lyiother  reason  why  his  preacliing  same)  denoitncing  the  pains  of  hell  on  all  who 

has  a  contrary  effect  from  what  lie  intends - diffi'r  from  him — his  visiting  the  sick-beds  of  the 

is  he  not  generally  cgnsidered  quite  abusive  in  his  |  weak  and  dying,  where  he  is  not  wanted,  to  har- 
langiiage,  and  guilty  of  basely  misrepresenting!  row  up  their  minds  with  the  false  fears  of  ghosts 
the  views  of  his  opponents  ?  and  fiends  of  darkness,  and  to  send  them  out  of 

Pres.  I  mu.st  confess  this  is  my  opinion  of  him,  the  world  in  agonizing  despair — his  appeals  to 
especially  with  regard  to  his  perfrjrniance  on  thej'  the  passions,  fears,  and  prejudices  of  timid  females 
evening  of  the  29th  ult.  when  Mr.  Skinner  was^  in  what  he  calls  “anxious  meetings” — his  scanda- 
present.  lous  and  base  misrepresentations  of  the  senti- 

Uni.  Well,  is  he  not  always  as  abusive  as  he  iments  and  principles  of  Universalists,  and  his 
was  that  evening  ?  1  rude  as.sault  even  upon  the  character  of  fenudes — 

Pr‘s.  O,  no.  I  heard  him  the  next  Sunday  |jall  these  things  will  serve  to  open  the  eyes  of  tho 


the  sickening  attempts  to  apologise  for  his  rude-  !  bum.  The  fact  is,  your  contemplated  (but  mis- 
ness  the  week  before.  I  remarked,  when  I  came '!  named)  revival  is  nonplussed  by  the  very  individ- 
out  of  church,  that  he  had  actually  “  used  more  '  ual  employed  to  get  it  up. 

than  half  a  barrel  of  soft  soap"*  that  evening,  in  j|  Pres.  I  fear  there  is  too  much  truth  in  what 
order  to  wash  away  the  stains  of  the  performance  ,  you  say. — [Exeunt  loquentes  et  midientes. 
the  Sunday  evening  before.  !l  ....... 

Uni.  What  do  you  suppose  produced  such  a;i  THE  EDITOIL 

surprizing  change  m  him  in  so  snort  a  time  ?  |l  E<eet  Hempfield,  Lancaster  co.  Pa.  March  2, 1930, 
Pres.  Why,  probably  Mr,  Skinner’s  letter,  ini  j  Dear  Sir — No.  C  of  tlio  Evangelical  Magazine 
connexion  with  the  advise  of  his  friends  and  the  and  Gospel  Advocale,  contains  a  lengthy  Review 
general  burst  of  public  indignation  which  his  lec-  ,1  of  a  certain  Tract,  entitled  “  Gonversmn  of  a  Uni- 
ture  had  called  forth.  i  versalist,”  issued  by  the  Baptist  General  Tract 

Uni.  Do  you  suppose  he  read  the  letter  ?  '  Society ;  by  one  of  your  correspondents.  Before 

Pres.  Yes,  he  read  the  letter  almost  as  soon  as  |l  1  had  read  it  half  through,  it  struck  me  that  1  had 
it  was  off  the  press :  for  it  was  sought  and  read  read  the  same,  contain^  in  these  extracts,  somc- 
by  nearly  all  the  Presbyterians  in  the  village;  and  '.where  else;  wliicli,  after  some  reflection,  I  recol- 
I  have  heard  of  some  remarks  that  he  made  in  ,  I  lected  to  have  been  about  three  or  four  years  ago. 
private  relative  to  it.  |i  At  that  time  I  boarded  with  my  brother-in-law, 

Uni.  *  Why  then  did  he,  on  taking  the  paper  ii  «  hcjc,  seeing  a  number  of  old  papers,  almanacs, 
containing  the  letter,  from  the  Post  Office,  and  garret,  I  had  the  cimosity  to  examine 

petting  to  the  door,  return  (on  discovering  it  to  [them, and  aniong  their  number  1  found  a  Germaii 
be  the  Magazine  and  .Advocate)  and  throw  it  back  .  of  similar  title,  and  containing  the  very 

inside  of  the  office  with  so  much  spite  and  appa-  ||  same  story,  (if  my  memory  serves  me  right,)  as 
rent  rage?  Was  it  not  evidently  designed  to ' I o*Jc  almve  mentioned.  Now,  as  it  is  so  long 


his  notice,  and  wished  to  manifest  his  contempt  ||''■cvy  unfortunate  as  to  believe  in  univeml  salya- 
in  that  way  ?  !  tion,  and  who  was  so  happily  reclaimed  from  this 

Pres.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that.  But  as  he  had  j  damnable  heresy  ;  whether  it  was  Mr.  A,  or  Mr. 

_ _ _  Ij  B.  but  that  it  was  one  of  the  letters  of  the  alphabet, 

*  It  should  be  rccolIcctcHl,  the  person  who  made  1 1  am  confident ;  and  as  the  writer  <fid  not  see  fit 
this  observation  was  not  a  member  of  Mr.  Lan-  jto  give  a  date,  when  this  conversion  took  place, 
sing’s  church,  but  of  Mr.  Aikin’s,  where  some  ||  I  am  in  the  dark  about  it.  As  to  the  circum- 
morc  Uberalitv  will  be  found  to  prevail.  _  h  stances,  tliev  were  exactljr  the  same,  (as  well  as 
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I  can  recollect,)  and  I  know  very  well  that  this 
^Mr.  Somebody  was  (as  this  German  Tract  said) 
at  Hreka  Deist — then  became  a  Univcrsalist — and 
then,  on  his  sick-b<;d,  was  converted  to  believe  in 
an  endless  hell,  and  a  personal,  almiphty  devil — 
that  he  confessed,  that  his  proud  heart  was  the 
cause  of  his  not  hclicvinp  this  before,  &c.  Wheth¬ 
er  it  was  stated  that  he ‘died  or  not,  1  have  forpot- 
ten;  but  I  rather  think  not.  This  Tract  was 
published,  perhaps,  four  or  five  years  before  I  saw 
It,  by  the  German  Lutheran  Tract  Society;  and  I 
liave  no  doubt  that  the  one  reviewed  in  the  Mag¬ 
azine,  is  the  same,  under  diflerent  colors,  and  me- 
lamorphoted  into  another  lanpuage.  I  have  the 
same  opinion  of  it  now,  as  I  liad  then,  viz.  that  it 
is  all  a  “  sheer  gossip.” 

If  this  very  inipemKit  information  will  serve  to 
cluci«’ate  the  truth,  cither  you  or  your  corre.spon- 
dent  is  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  it. 

Are  there  no  Germans  i«  your  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  7  We  want  support  for  the  Botschaftcr.  Will 
vou  be  so  kind  as  to  insert  a  brief  nVicc  in  the 
Magazine,  Uiat  .sucli  a  work  is  in  existence  ?  By 
the  aid  of  such  notices  we  got  a  nuaiher  of  sub¬ 
scribers. 

The  grace  of  our  common  Father  be  with  you. 
Vour  (though  personally  unacquainted)  sincere 

brother,  G.  GUOSH, 

Sen.  Ed.  of  the  Botschaftcr. 

We  cheerfully  insert  the  above  from  the  worthy 
and  liiglJy  rcspccterl  brother  who  penned  it.  We 
arc  glad  to  comply  with  the  hint  given  in  relation 
to  the  Botschaftcr.  “  Der  Frehliche  Botschafter" 
is  a  German  Univcrsalist  paper,  published  month¬ 
ly  at  Marietta,  Pa.  each  number  containing  six¬ 
teen  octavo  pages — Price  one  dollar  per  annum 
-—George  Grosh  and  Jacob  Myers,  Editors.  Tho’ 
from  our  limited  acquaintance  with  the  German 
language  we  cannot  profit  much  ourselves  by  the 
perusal  of  this  work,  we  know  it  to  be  a  valuable 
paper,  ably  conducted,  and  calculated  to  do  much 
good  in  the  cause  of  liberal  Christianity.  There 
arc  many  Germans  in  Pennsylvania  who  need  the 
light  of  its  pages.  The  number  that  speak  and 
read  that  language  exclusively,  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  is  small  compared  with  that  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  but  still  this  state  can  do  something  for 
the  support  of  the  only  G:'rman  paper  of  the  kind 
published  in  America.  And  we  hope  the  liberal 
Germans  of  New  York,  and  other  states  in  the 
Union,  will  lose  no  time  in  becoming  subscribers 
and  acquainting  themselves  with  the  merits  of  the 
“  Botschafter.” — Ed.  Mar.  and  Mr. 


When  I  contemplate  our  zeal  in  enforcing  our 
creeds  and  ceremonies  by  popular  stratagem,  by 
non-intercourse,  and  the  aousc  that  we  heap  up¬ 
on  our  neighbors  to  compel  their  submission;  and 
also  on  our  project  to  establish  a  ‘^Christian  party 
in  politics,”  in  violation  of  the  constitiiiton  of  our 
civil  government,  I  think  there  arc  causes  of  sus¬ 
picion,  that  we  may  be  following  a  misguided  spir¬ 
it,  more  in  accordance  with  the  things  of  this 
world,  than  the  command  “to  love  our  neighbors,” 

'  and  if  this  shall  be  a  fault,  whv  should  we  ptesby- 
!  terians  be  e.\empt  from  punishment,  more  than 
'  the  pco{>ie  of  other  denominations?  My  mind  is 
I  extremely  agitated  on  this  question,  but  still  I 
*  have  a  hope  that  you  will  be  able  tocxplain  thisca 
I  lamity  to  my  satisfaction,  and  under  such  de]>lo- 
.rablc  circumstances,  an  oninion  from  you,  known 
'  as  you  are,  to  be  a  man  of* profound  wisdom  and  or- 
tho  foxy,  it  may  have  a  tendency  to  reconcile  my 
feelinirs  as  well  as  those  of  many  of  our  most  ar- 
'  dent  friends. 

!  With  great  respect,  I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

I  Yours,  &c. 

I  CALVIN  SCRUPLE. 


[For  the  Magazine  and  Mrocate.] 

TO  pOCT.  THOMAS  HASTINGS, 

Editor  of  the  “  if’ estem  Recorder.” 

Slattons-Bcsh,  22d  Feb.  1S.30. 

Dear  Brother: — Feeling  a  deep  interest  in  hav¬ 
ing  every  abstruse  and  metaphvsical  question, 
settled  by  a  sound  orthodox  standard,  I  hope  you 
will  not  consider  me  superstitious,  nor  intrusive 
by  frankly  stating  to  you  the  burden  resting  upon 
my  mind.  The  numerous  conflagrations  of  fate 
among  the  Presbyterian  churches,  are  occurren¬ 
ces,  that  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  conceal  my 
alarm,  knowing  that  whenever  such  Calamities 
have  happened  to  churches  of  other  denomina-^ 
tions,  you  have  invariably  pronounced  them,  judg- 
nicnts  sent  from  Heaven,  as  a  warning  and  a  pun¬ 
ishment  to  th«  wicked  deluded  congregations 
worshipping  in  them.  Some  of  my  neighbors 
feel  disposed  to  treat  the  subject  as  a  providential 
accident,  but  /  cannot  help  viewing  it  diff  rcntly, 
owing  to  what  you  have  stated  to  be  yotcr  solemn 
decision;  and  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  is 
entitled  to  our  serious  reflection 


1  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
'  on  the  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  had 
j  been  rc-ferred  petitions  and  remonstrances  against 
the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  public  mail 
on  the  Sabbatli  day,  made  the  following 
REPORT. 

The  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 

1  to  wliom  the  Memorials  were  referred  for  pro- 
I  hibiting  the  transportation  of  Mails,  and  the 
I  opening  of  Post  Offices,  on  Sunday,  report — 

!  That  the  Memorialists  regard  the  first  day  of 
the  week  as  a  day  set  apart  by  the  Creator  for 
^  religions  exercises;  and  consider  the  transporta- 
I  tion  of  the  mail,  and  the  opening  of  the  post  offi- 
I  CCS  on  that  day,  the  violation  of  a  religious  duty, 

I  and  call  for  a  suppression  of  the  practice.  Oth- 
‘  ers  by  counter  memorials,  arc  known  to  entertain 
a  diflerent  sentiment,  belicvintr  that  no  one  day 
of  the  week  is  holier  than  another.  Others,  hof- 
Iding  the  universality  and  immutability  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  decalogue,  believe  in  tho  sanctity  of  the  sev- 
!  enth  day  of  the  week  as  a  day  of  religious  devo¬ 
tion;  and  by  their  memorial  now  before  tlie  eom- 
'  inittee,  they  also  request  that  it  may  be  set  apart 
for  religious  purposes.  Each  has  nitherto  been 
left  to  the  exercise  of  his  own  opinion;  and  it  has 
been  regarded  as  the  projrer  business  of  (tovem- 
I  ment  to  protect  all,  and  determine  for  none.  But 
i  the  attempt  is  now  made  to  bring  about  a  great- 
'  er  uniformity,  at  least,  in  practice;  and,  as  argu- 
^  ment  has  fail^,  the  Government  has  been  ealTed 
;  upon  to  interpose  its  authority  to  settle  the  con¬ 
troversy. 

i  Congress  acts  under  a  constitution  of  delega¬ 
ted  and  limited  powers.  The  committee  look  in 
I  vain  to  that  instrument  for  a  delegation  of  power 
'authorising  this  body  to  inquire  and  determine 
what  part  of  time,  or  whether  any,  has  been  set 

'apart  by  the  Almighty  for  religious  exercises _ 

On  the  contrary,  among  the  few  pmliibitiors  which 
it  contains,  is  one  that  prohibits  a  religious  test; 
and  another,  which  declares  that  Congress  shall 
pass  no  law  respecting  an  csfablishmept  of  reli- 
gibn,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof.  The 
1  coniittcc  might  here  rest  the  argument,  upon  the 
[  ground  tliat  the  question  referred  to  them,  does 
J  not  come  within  the  cognizance  of  Congress;  but 
the  perseverance  and  zeal  with  which  the  memo¬ 
rialists  pursue  their  object,  seems  to  require  a  fur¬ 
ther  elucidation  of  the  subject.  And,  as  the  op- 
posers  of  Sunday  mails  disclaim  all  intention  to 
unite  church  and  state,  the  committee  do  not  feel 
disposed  to  impugn  their  motives;  and  wliatevcr ! 
may  be  advanced  in  opposition  to  the  measure, ' 
will  arise  from  the  fears  entertained  of  its  fatal 
tendency  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  The  catastrophe  of  other  nations,  furnish¬ 
ed  the  framers  of  the  constitution  a  beacon  ofj 
awful  wamins.  and  tliev  have  evinced  the  great- 


!  est  possible  care  in  guarding  against  the 
'  evil. 

]  The  law,  as  it  now  exists,  makes  no  distinc- 
:  lion  as  to  the  days  of  the  week,  but  is  imperative 
I  that  the  Post-masters  shall  attend  at  all  reasona- 
I  blc  hours,  in  eveiy  day,  to  perform  the  duties  of 
their  offices;  an<f  the  Post-master  Gencnd  has 
I  given  his  instnictionr  to  all  Post-masters,  that,  at 
I  post  office^  where  the  mail  arrives  on  Sunday, 

I  the  office  is  to  be  kept  open  one  hour,  or  more 
,  after  the  arrival  and  assorting  the  mail;  but  in 
;  case  that  would  interfere  with  the  hours  of  pub. 
lie  worship,  the  office  is  to  be  kept  open  for  one 
,  hour  after  the  usual  time  of  dissou'ing  the  meet¬ 
ing.  This  liberal  construction  of  the  law  does 
not  satisfy  the  memorialists.  But  the  committee 
'  believe  that  there  is  not  just  ground  of  complaint, 
unless  it  be  conceded  that  they  have  a  controlling 
1  power  over  the  consciences  of  others.  If  Con- 
;  gross  shall,  by  the  authority  of  law,  sanction  the 
measure  recommended,  it  would  constitute  a  le¬ 
gislative  decision  of  a  religious  controversy,  in 
j  which  even  Christians,  themselves  arc  at  issue. 

I  However  suited  such  a  decision  may  be  to  an  ec¬ 
clesiastical  council,  it  is  incompatible  with  a  re- 
I  publican  legislature,  which  is  purely  for  political, 

'  and  not  religious  purposes. 

,  In  our  individual  character,  we  all  entertain 
opinions,  and  pursue  a  corresponding  practice  up¬ 
on  the  subject  of  religion.  However  diversified 
.  these  may  be,  we  all  harmonize  as  citizens,  while 
I  each  is  willing  that  the  other  shall  enjoy  the  same 
j  liberty  which  he  claims  for  himself.  But  in  our 
representative  character,  our  individual  charac- 
I  ter  is  lost.  The  ind.vidual  acts  for  himself— the 
i  representative  for  hi  i  constituents.  He  is  chosen 
,  to  represent  their  politieed,  and  not  their  religious 
j  views — to  guard  the  rights  of  man;  not  to  restrict 
the  right  of  conscience.  Despots  may  regard 
i  their  subjects  as  their  property,  and  usurp  the  Di- 
I  vine  prerogative  of  prescribing  their  religious  iaitli. 
I  But  the  history  of  the  world  furnishes  tho  melan- 
I  eholly  demonstration,  that  the  disposition  of  one 
{ man  to  co<‘rce  the  religious  homage  of  another, 
'  springs  from  an  unchastened  ambition,  rather 
I  than  a  sincere  devotion  to  any  religion.  The 
principles  of  our  Government  do  not  recognize  in 
the  majority,  any  authority  over  the  minoritv,ri- 
,  cent  in  matters  which  regard  the  conduct  of  man 
to  his  fellow  man.  A  Jewish  monarcii,  by  grasp- 
ling  the  holy  censer,  lo.st  both  his  sceptre  and  lus 
freedom;  a  destiny  as  little  to  be  envied  may  be 
I  the  lot  of  the  American  people,  who  hold  the  sov- 
!  ereignty  of  power,  if  they,  in  the  persons  of  their 
'  representatives,  shall  attempt  to  unite,  in  the  rc- 
'  motest  degree.  Church  and  State. 

I  From  the  earliest  period  of  time,  religious  teach- 
I  ers  have  attained  great  ascendency  over  the  minds 
:  of  the  people ;  and  in  every  nation,  ancient  or 
modem,  whether  Pagan,  Mabomedan^  or  Chris- 
;  tian,  have  succeeded  in  the  incorporation  of  their 
■  religious  tenets  with  the  political  institutions  of 
i  their  country.  The  Persian  idols,  the  Grecian 
;  oracles,  the  Roman  auguiies,  and  the  modem 
priesthood  of  Europe,  have  all,  in  their  turn,  been 
I  the  subjeets  of  popular  adulation  and  the  agents 
jof  political  deception.  If  the  measure  recom¬ 
mended  should  be  adopted,  it  would  be  difficult 
for  human  sagacity  to  foresee  how  rapid  would 
;  be  the  succession,  or  how  numerous  the  train  of 
,  measures  which  might  follow,  involving  the  deap 
I  est  rights  of  all — the  rights  of  conscience.  It  is 
:  perhaps  fortunate  for  oiir  country,  that  the  pro- 
position  should  have  been  made  at  tliis  early  pe- 
'  riod,  white  the  spirit  of  the  revolution  yet  exists 
j  in  full  vigor.  Religious  zeal  enlists  the  strongert 
prejudices  of  the  human  mind ;  and,  when  misdi- 
I  rected,  excites  the  worst  passions  of  our  nature, 

'  under  the  delusive  pretext  of  doing  God  service. 

I  Notliing  so  infuriates  the  heart  to  deeds  of  rapine 
Vnd  blo^ ;  nothing  is  so  incessant  in  its  toils ;  so 
I  persevering  in  its  determinations ;  so  appalling 
:  in  its  course ;  or  so  dangerous  in  its  consequences. 
The  equality  of  rights  swured  by  the  constitution. 
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in»y  bid  defiance  to  mere  political  tyrants ;  but  • 
the  robe  of  sanctity  too  often  glitters  to  deceive,  j 
The  constitution  regards  the  conscience  ot  the  Jew ; 
as  sacr^  as  that  of  the  Christian ;  and  gives  no  ■ 
more  authority  to  adopt  a  measure  affecting  the  | 
conscience  of  a  solitary  individual,  than  that  of  a  i 
wliolc  community.  That  representative  who' 
would  violate  this  principle,  would  lose  his  dele* 
gated  character,  and  forfeit  the  confidence  of  liis 
I  constituents.  If  Congress  shall  declare  the  first 
day  of  the  week  holy,  it  will  not  convince  the  Jew 
I  nor  the  Sabbatarian.  It  will  dissatisfy  both ;  and, 
consequently,  convert  neither.  Human  power  i 
I  may  extort  vain  sacrifices ;  but  Deity  alone  can 
;  command  the  affections  of  the  heart.  It  must  be 
recollected,  that,  in  the  earliest  settlement  of  this 
country,  the  spirit  of  persecution  which  drove  the 
pilgrims  from  their  native  home,  was  brought 
-  with  them  to  their  new  habitations ;  and  that 
wme  Christians  wore  scourged,  and  others  put  to 
death,  for  no  other  crime  than  dissenting  ftoin 
the  dogmas  of  their  rulers. 

With  thesa  facts  before  us,  H  must  be  a  subject 
of  deep  regret,  that  a  question  should  be  brought 
hcforc  Congress,  which  involves  the  dearest  priv- 
I  ilcges  of  the  constitution,  and  even  by  those  who 
enmy  its  choicest  blessings.  We  should  all  re¬ 
collect  that  Catalinc,  a  professed  patriot,  was  a 
traitor  to  Rome ;  Arnold,  a  professed  whig,  was 
a  traitor  to  America ;  and  Judas,  a  professra  dis¬ 
ciple,  was  a  traitor  to  his  Divine  Master. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Unitml  States,  the 
whole  human  race,  consisting,  it  is  supposed,  of 
eight  hundred  millions  of  rational  human  beings, 
is  in  religious  bondage;  and  in  reviewing  the 
scenes  of  persecution  which  history  cve^  where 
presents,  unless  the  committee  could  believe  that 
the  cries  of  the  burning  victim,  and  the  flames  by 
utich  he  is  consumed  bear  to  heaven  a  grateful 
incense,  the  conclusion  is  inevitable,  that  the  line 
cannot  be  too  strongly  drawn  between  Church 
and  State.  If  a  solemn  act  of  legislation  shall,  in 
me  point  define  the  law  of  God,  or  point  out  the 
cithen  one  religions  duty,  it  may,  with  equal  pro¬ 
priety  define  evei^  part  ot^vine  revelation  and  cn- 
Ibrcc  every  religious  obligation,  even  to  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  worsliip,  the  endowment  of  the 
church,  and  the  support  of  the  clergy. 

It  was  with  a  kiss  that  Judas  betrayed  his  Di¬ 
vine  Master,  and  we  should  all  be  admonished, 
no  matter  what  our  faith  may  be,  that  the  rights 
of  conscience  cannot  be  so  successfully  assailed 
as  under  tlio  pretext  of  holiness.  The  Christian 
religion  made  its  way  into  the  world  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  all  human  governments.  Banishmeitts, 
tortures,  and  death  were  inflicted  in  vain  to  stop 
its  progress.  But  many  of  its  professors,  os  soon 
as  clothed  with  political  power,  lost  the  meek 
spint  which  their  creed  inculcated,  and  began  to 
inflict  on  other  religions,  and  on  dissenting  sects 
of  their  own  religion,  persecutions  more  aggrava¬ 
ted  than  those  which  their  own  apostles  had  en¬ 
dured.  The  ten  persecutions  of  Pagan  Emperors 
were  exceeded  in  atrocity  by  the  niassacres  and 
murders  perpetrated  by  Christian  hands ;  and  in 
vain  shall  we  examine  the  records  of  imperial 
tyranny  for  an  engine  of  cruelty  equal  to  the  Holy 
inqitisition.  Every  religious  sect,  however  meek 
in  Its  origii^  commence  the  work  of  persecution 
as  soon  as  it  acquired  political  power.  The  fram¬ 
es  of  the  constitution  recognized  the  eternal  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  man’s  relation  with  his  God  is  above 
kunm  legislation,  and  Itis  rights  of  conscfcncc 
unalienable.  Reasoning  was  not  neccss^  to 
establish  the  truth ;  we  arc  conscious  of  it  in  our 
own  bosoms.  It  is  this  consciousness  which}  in 
defiance  of  human  law^  has  sustained  so  many 
martyrs  in  tortures  and  in  flames.  They  fell  that 
their  duty  to  God  was  superior  to  human  enact¬ 
ment,  and  that  man  could  exercise  no  authority 
over  tlieir  consciences :  it  is  an  inborn  principle 
which  nothing  could  eradicate.- 

The  bigot,  in  the  pride  of  his  authority,  may 
lose  sight  of  it— but  strip  him  of  liis  power ;  pre¬ 


scribe  a  faith  to  him  which  his  conscience  rejects; , 
threaten  him  in  turn  with  the  dungeon  and  the  i 
faggot;  and  the  spirit  which  God  has  implanted  ' 
in  him,  rises  up  in  rebellion  and  defies  you.  Did 
the  primitive  Cliristian  ask  that  government 
should  recognize  and  observe  their  religious  in-  > 
stitiitions  ?  All  they  asked  was  toleration ;  all . 
they  complained  of  was  persecution.  What  did  ; 
the  Protestants  of  Germany,  or  the  Huguenots  of 
France,  ask  of  their  Catholic  su|>cnors  I  Tolera-  • 
Hon.  What  do  the  perseeiitcd  Catholics  of  Ireland 
ask  of  their  oppressors  ?  Toleration. 

Do  not  all  men  in  this  country  enjoy  every  reli¬ 
gious  right  which  martyrs  and  saints  ever  asked  1 
Whence  then  the  voice  of  complaint  1  Who  is  it ; 
that  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  every  principle  which 
human  laws  ran  secure,  wishes  to  wrest  a  portion  ; 
of  these  principles  from  his  neighbor  1  Do  the  peti- 1 
tionors  allege  that  they  cannot  conscientiously  par- 
tici|)ate  in  the  profits  of  the  mail  contracts  and  post : 
office  H  because  the  mail  is  carried  on  Sunday  1  If  I 
this  '  their  motive,  then  it  is  worldly  gain  which  | 
stimJates  to  action,  and  not  virtue  .or  religion  Do ; 
they  complain  that  men  less  conscientioiu  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Sabbath,  obtain  advantages  over  them, 
by  receiving  their  letters  and  attending  to  their  con¬ 
tents  1  StiU  their  motive  is  worldly  and  selfish. — 

,  But  if  ’heir  motive  be  to  induce  Congress  to  sanc¬ 
tion  by  law  their  religious  opinions  and  observan- 
'  ces,  then  their  efforts  are  to  be  resisted,  as  in  their 
tendency  fatal  both  to  religions  and  political  free¬ 
dom.  Why  hare  the  petitioners  confined  their  i 
prayer  to  the  mails  1  Why  have  they  not  requested  i 
that  the  governmeut  be  required  to  suspend  all  its 
'  executive  functions  on  that  day  1  Why  do  they  not , 
I  require  ns  to  enact  that  our  ships  shall  not  sail — 
that  our  armies  shall  not  march — that  officers  of 
'justice  shall  not  seize  the  suspected,  nr  guard  the  ' 

.  convicted  1  They  seem  to  forget  that  government 
^is  as  necessary  on  Sunday  as  on  any  ether  day  of, 
!the  week.  The  spirit  oi  evil  does  not  rest  on  that  | 
'day.  It  is  the  government,  ever  active  in  its  func- 1 
'tions,  which  enables  us  all,  even  the  petitioners,  to ! 
worship  in  our  churches  in  peace.  Our  govern- 1 
ment  furnishes  very  few  blessings  like  nur  mails. 
|They  bear  from  the  centre  of  our  Republic  to  its 
distant  extremes,  the  acts  of  our  legislative  bodies, ! 
the  decisions  of  the  judiciary,  and  the  orders  of  the 
executive. '  Their  speed  is  often  essential  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country,  the  suppression  of  crime,  and 
tk«  dearest  interests  of  the  people  Were*  they 
suppressed  one  day  in  the  week,  their  ab.sencc  must 
be  often  supplied  by  public  expresses,  and,  besides, 
while  the  mail  bags  might  rest,  the  mail  coaches 
would  pursue  their  journey  with  the  passengers. — 
The  mail  bears  frem  one  extreme  of  the  Union  to 
the  other,  letters  of  relatives  and  friends,  preserving 
a  communion  of  heart  between  those  far  separated, 
and  increasing  the  most  pure  and  refined  pleasures 
of  our  existence;  also,  the  letters  of  commercial 
men  convey  the  state  of  the  markets,  prevent  ruin¬ 
ous  speculations,  and  promote  gener^  aa  well  as  in¬ 
dividual  interest;  they  bear  innumerable  religious 
letters,  newspapers,  magazines,  and  tracts,  which 
\'  reach  almost  every  house  throughout  this  wide  re¬ 
public  Is  the  conveyance  of  these  a  violation  of 
the  Sabbath  1  The  advance  of  the  human  race  la  in- 
tellig;ence,  in  virtue,  and  religion  itself,  depends  in 
part  upon  the  speed  with  which  a  knowledge  of  the 
past  is  disseminated.  W'ithout  an  intercliange  be¬ 
tween  one  country  and  another,  and  between  differ¬ 
ent  sections  of  the  same  country,  every  improve¬ 
ment  in  moral  or  political  science,  and  the  arts  of 
life,  would  be  confined  to  the  neighborhood  where  j 
it  originated.  The  more  rapid  and  the  more  fre¬ 
quent  this  interchange,  the  more  rapid  will  be  the  j 
march  of  intellect,  and  the  progress  of  improve¬ 
ment.  The  mail  is  the  chief  means  by  which  intel¬ 
lectual  light  irradiates  to  the  extremes  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  Stop  it  one  day  in  seven,  and  you  retard  one 
seventh  the  advancement  of  our  country.  So  far 
from  stopping  the  mail  on  Sunday,  the  committee  j 
would  recommend  the  use  of  all  reasonable  means 
to  give  it  a  greater  expedition  and  a  greater  exten¬ 
sion.  What  would  be  the  elevation  of  our  country 
if  every  new  conception  could  be  made  to  strike 
every  mind  in  the  Union  at  the  same  time  1  It  is 
not  the  distance  of  a  province  or  state  from  the  seat 
of  government  which  endangers  its  separation,  but 
it  is  the  difficulty  and  unfrequenev  of  intercourse, 
between  them.  Our  mails  reach  Missouri  and  .\r- 
kansas  ia  less  time  than  they  reached  Kentucky  and 


Ohio  in  the  infancy  of  their  settlements;  and  now, 
when  there  are  three  millions  of  people  extending 
a  thousand  miles  west  of  the  Allegany,  we  hear  less 
of  discontent,  than  when  there  were  a  few  thous¬ 
ands  scattered  along  their  western  base. 

To  stop  the  mails  one  day  in  seven  would  be  to 
thrust  th«  whole  western  country,  and  other  distant 
I  parts  of  the  republic,  one  day’s  journey  from  the  seat 
ot  government.  But  were  it  expedient  to  put  an  end 
I  to  the  transmission  of  letters  and  newspapers  on  Sun- 
,  day,  because  it  violates  the  law  of  God,  nave  not  the 
!  petitioners  done  wrong  in  their  efforts'!  If  the  am 
i  of  Government  be  necessary  to  compel  man  to  res- 
;  pect  and  obey  the  laws  of  God,  do  not  the  State  Gov- 
emment.s  possess  infinitely  more  power  in  this  rcs- 
,pcct!  Let  the  petitioners  turn  to  them,  and  see  if 
'  they  can  induce  the  passage  of  laws  to  respect  the 
,  observance  of  the  Sabbath ;  for,  if  it  be  sinful  for  the 
mail  to  carry  letters  on  the  Sabbath,  it  must  be  equal¬ 
ity  sinful  for  individuals  to  write,  carry,  receive  or 
read  them.  It  would  seem  to  require  that  these  acta 
'•  should  be  made  penal,  to  complete  the  system.— 
j  Travelling  on  business  or  recreation,  except  to  and 
.  from  church;  alT  printing,  carrying,  receiving  and 
reading  of  newspapers;  ul  couTersations  and  social 
.  intercourse,  except  upon  religious  subjects,  must 
'  necessarily  be  punished  to  suppress  the  evil. 

!  W''ould  it  not  also  follow,  as  an  inevitable  conse¬ 
quence,  that  every  man,  wom^  and  child,  should 
be  comfielled  to  attend  meeting!  and,  as  only  one 
'  sect,  in  the  opinion  of  some  can  be  deemed  ortho- 
!  dox,  must  it  not  he  determined  which  that  is,  and 
;  compel  all  to  hear  those  teachers,  and  contribute  to 
:  their  support!  If  minor  punishments  would  not  re- 
'  strain  the  Jew  or  the  Sabbatarian  or  the  Infidel, 

'  who  believes  Saturday  to  be  the  Sabb'th,  or  disbe- 
,  lieves  the  whole, would  not  the  same  system  require 
that  we  should  resort  to  inmrisonment,  banishment, 

!  the  rack  and  the  faggot,  to  force  men  to  violate  their 
I  own  consciences,  or  compel  them  to  listen  to  doc- 
’  trines  which  they  abhor!  When  the  State  Govern¬ 
ments  shall  have  yielded  to  these  measures,  it  will 
,  be  time  enough  for  Confess  to  declare  that  the  rat- 
j  tiing  of  mail  coaches  shall  no  longer  break  the  silence 
I  of  this  despotism. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  afford  to  a//— 

I  to  Jew  or  Gentile,  Pagan  or  Christian,  the  protec- 
I  tion  and  the  advantages  of  our  benignant  institutions, 

:  on  Sunday,  as  well  as  every  day  of  the  week — Al¬ 
though  this  government  will  not  convert  itself  into 
an  ecclesiastical  tribunal,  it  will  practise  upon  the 
maxim  laid  down  by  the  founder  of  Christianity — 
that  it  is  lawful  to  do  good  on  the  Sabbath  day .  1  f 
the  Almighty  has  set  apart  the  first  day  of  the  week 
I  a.s  the  time  which  man  is  bound  to  keep  holy,  and 
devote  exclusively  to  bis  worship,  it  would  be  morR 
agreeable  to  the  precepts  of  Christians  to  appeal  ex¬ 
clusively  to  the  Great  Lawgiver  of  the  Universe  to 
aid  them  in  making  men  bettei — in  correcting  their 
practices  by  puri^ing  their  hearts! — Government 
will  protect  them  in  their  efforts.  When  they  shall 
have  so  instructed  the  public  mind,  and  awakened 
the  consciences  of  individuals,  as  to  make  them  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  is  a  violation  of  God’s  law  to  carry  ’he 
mail,  open  the  post  offices,  or  receive  letters  on  Sun¬ 
day,  the  evil  or  which  they  complain  will  cease  of 
itself,  W’ithout  an  exertion  of  the  strong  arm  of  civil 
power.  When  man  undertakes  to  be- God’s  aveng¬ 
er  he  becomes  a  demon.  Driven  by  the  frenzy  ofa 
religious  zeal,  he  loses  every  gentle  feeling,  forgets 
the  most  sacred  precepts  of  bis  creed,  and  liecomes 
ferocious  and  unreknting. 

Our  fathers  did  not  wait  to  be  oppressed,  when 
the  mother  country  asserted  and  exercised  an  un¬ 
constitutional  power  over  them.  To  have  acquies¬ 
ced  in  the  tax  of  three  pence  upon  a  pound  of  tea, 

!  would  have  led  the  way  to  the  mo.st  cruel  exactions  ; 

I  they  took  a  bold  stand  against  the  principle,  and  lib¬ 
erty  and  independence  was  the  result.  The  peti- 
I  tinners  have  not  requested  Congress  to  suppress  Sun* 
day  mails  upon  tlie  ground  of  political  expediency, 
but  because  they  violate  the  sanctity  of  the  first  day 
.  of  the  week. 

'  This  being  the  fact,  and  the  petitioners  having  in  • 

I  dignantly  disclaimed  even  the  wish  to  unite  politics 
I  and  religion,  may  not  the  committee  reasonably 
'  cherish  "the  hope,  that  they  will  feel  reconciled  to 
its  decision,  in  the  case;  especially,  as  it  is  also  a 
i  fact,  that  counter  memnrials,eqnally  respectable,  op- 
^  pose  the  interference  of  Congress,  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  be  legisKiting  upon  a  religious  subject,  and 
.therefore  unconstitutional. 

I  Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  froiQ 
the  further  eoasidcration  of ’die  subject. 
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I  blow  him  up:  or  else,  those  divine  tracts  were  de-  Such  ore  its  principal  objects.  It  will  however 
signed  to  represent  that  a  comiiound  of  the  latter  contain,  when  occasion  shall  demand,  Reviews  of 

I  material,  together  with  a  certain  otlier  called  Religious  Works,  and,  at  times,  such  Sermons  m 

'ftrtmstone,  would  be  in  readiness  for  his  reception  shall  be  judged  of  lasting,  as  wxll  as  ofimmedi. 

I  in  that  land  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  re-  ate  interest.  The  embellishments  of  Poetry  win 
;  turns.”  not  be  wholly  neglected  ;  of  which  the  best  orin. 

!  As  the  writer  of  the  above  extract,  is  not  cer-  nal  pieces  which  our  resources  aflbrd,  will  be  se- 
i  tain,  however,  that  she  has  correctly  deciphered  lected  for  insertion. 

j  the  intention  of  this  »iy«/mo»s  omen,  it  may  not]!  Of  such  a  work,  the  language  should  bo  cor- 
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•‘He  healeth  the  broken  in  heart,  and  bindelh  up  agmed;  and  on  considering  the ‘sfgns  o/tAe  ance  we  may  promise  with  more  certainty,  that  it 
lie  aeairin  ,emmds”  ^  '  and  the  movements  of  certain  bodies,  I  am  led  to  '  shall  equal  in  neatness  and  beauty  that  of  the 

■  ,  I  believe,  it  is  more  consistent  to  suppose  that  it  ]  most  respectable  Reviews  printed  in  this  oountrv, 

0  !  thou  who  d^’st  the  mourner  s  tear,  ^vas  a  beacon  manufactured  in  the  orthodox  san-  l  And  we  indulge  the  hope  that  the  execution  Wh 

How  dark  this  world  would  be,  j  l,cdrim,  and  sent  to  him  for  the  benevolent  pur-  of  the  pen  and  of  the  press,  will  be  such  aa  not 

If,  when  deceived  and  wounded  here,  .  p<,gc  design,  of  admonishing  and  forewarn-  to  dishonour  our  attempt ;  and  that  by  opening 

We  coulu  not  fly  to  thee.  j  mg  him,  (and  all  others  of  like  faith,)  of  the  aw-  ,  new  fields  of  investigation,  and  by  more  thorough. 

The  friends,  who  in  our  sunshine  live,  I  f“'  PY‘>'  '  'y  exi.loring  some  which  have  been  already  sur- 

When  winter  comes,  are  flown;  '  ^y**'*’  "  ‘’r'"  ™^y  the  mc_ans  of  increasing 

And  he  who  has  hut  ti^rs  to  civc  tcnans”  to  govern  and  make  laws  for  our  nom  free  the  number  who  see  and  testify  that  the  Father  sent 

SSSoE  ’  .,.J  h.,.py  .n..i«n,J  .l,o„  tlio  j ,11  bo  S»,l,  S.ri»r 

^  j)Ut  m  re(jui.«ition,  as  the  most  powerful  and  Spec-  j  CONDITIONS. 

But  thou  wilt  heal  that  broken  heart,  dy  means  of  despatching  heretics,  and  all  who  do  j  j  Usiversai  ist  Expositor  will  be  nuh. 

Which  like  the  plants  that  throw  not  heed  the  pious  instruction  of  those  divine  tracts  j  Numbers,'  stitched  in  printed  coU 

Their  fragrance  from  the  wounded  part,  -and  also,  all  such  as  retusc  to  swear  allegiance  ,  containing  sirty-four  octavo  pages  each,  on  supel 

Breathes  sweetness  out  of  woe.  to  Rlsg  Orthodoxy.  I  think  Mr.  Editor,  the  ^ior  Papef,  and  now  Small  Pica  type. 

When  joy  no  longer  soothes  or  cheers,  when  this  g\cat  portent busTefbrnwri^  have  j  |  'mJkSl?  NumbJrsIr^  7o “‘''f 

A  moment  s  sparKic  o  erour  tears,  heretics  (winch  doubtless  they  are  well  awarcof) ,  delivcrv  of  the  first  Number  ^  ^ 

Is  dimmed  and  t  anishcd  too.  ,l,an  t,mrc  were  in  the  days  of  the  celebrated  Gc- 1;  Th?first  number  will  ap^iear  on  the  first 

Oh !  who  would  bear  life’s  stormy  doom. 

Did  not  thy  wing  of  love 
Come,  brightly  wafting  through  the  gloom 
A  peace-branch  from  above ! 

Then  sorrow,  touched  by  thee,  grows  bright 
With  more  than  rapture’s  ray; 

As  daAncss  shows  us  worlds  of  light 

Wo  never  saw  by  day !  moore. 


nc\an  reformer;  thorefor'e,  it  will  be  highly  ne-  j,me  next,  if  sufficient  encouragement  be  re- 
ccssary  to  apply  the  fire  to  a  combustible,  which  ceived 

will  ctlbct  a  more  speedy  despateh,  than  would  \  „  becoming  responsible  for  six 

green  wood.  ^  ours,  &c.  subscribers,  shall  receive  the  seventh  ronv  (m, 


Bufliilo,  March  Sth,  1930. 

PROSPECTUS. 

.MARSH,  CAPE.V  AND  LTOX, 

Propose  to  publish  a  periodical  work,  cnlitlcJ 
THE  UMVERSALIST  EXPOSITOR; 


subscriber.^,  shall  receive  the  seventh  copy  gti 
tis. 

I  N.  B.  The  Publishers  hope  to  obtain  a  patro* 
nage  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  such  oh 
ginal  communications  as  shall  be  received  and  ip 
sorted. — Editors  who  arc  friendly  to  the  propo¬ 
sed  work,  will  promote  its  interests,  and  the  cauw 
to  which  it  is  to  be  devoted,  by  giving  this  Pros- 


{Frr  the  Magazine  and  Mrocate]  THE  UMVERSALIST  EXPOSITOR ;  "h'ch  it  is  to  be  devoted,  by  giving  this  Pros- 

A  MYSTERIOUS  OMEN.  And  in  pursuance  of  this  purpose,  they  have  on-  ‘heir  papers.  Subscrip- 

r  1*  n  . .  \  i>  - .  .  o  1  'tion  Lists  must  be  returned  by  the  Ist  of  May. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  recently  received  a  letter  from  gaged  Hosea  Ballou  and  Hosea  liALLot^d,  ,  Communications  must  L  addressed,  (port 
afemalefncndofPcnnsylvania,  in  which,  among  I  as  Editors.  w  —,(1^  to  Marsh,  Capes  &  Lyon,  362  Washing 

other  things,  is  related  an  occurrence  w  hich  haj)-  M  hilc  so  many  Lniversahst  Papers  arc  already  (on  street,  Poston, 

pened  some  weeks  since,  to  one  of  those  w  icked  in  circulation,  rrhat  is  the  need,  it  may  be  asked,  j  Boston  Feb.  1930. 

preachers,  who,  it  seems,  has  rendered  himself  of  another  publication  on  their  plant  VVe  an-  i  ^  - - - - ^ _ _ 

obnoxious  to  orthodoxy,  by  preaching  the  impar-  swer.  None  ;  for  we  heartily  concur  in  w  hat  ap-  |  DIED _ In  Remsen  on  the  25th  ult.  Mrs.Hx*- 

tial  graccj  and  universal  goodness  of  God,  instead  pears  the  common  opinion,  that  those  papers  are  consort  of  Mr.  John  H.' Smith  in  the  25th 
of  preaching  the  devil,  and  thundering  the  terrors  so  conducted  as  to  perform,  with  murh  success,  year  of  her  age.  She  died  as  she  had  lived  finn 
of  hell.  It  was  probably  designed  by  the  oioiis  all  the  service  which  naturally  comes  within  their  and  unwavering  in  the  faith  of  a  glorious  and’hap- 
inventor,  to  be  consideroil  as  a  vicarious  or  depu-  sphere.  ,py  immortality  for  herself  and  all  the  vast  ftiSy 

ted  warning,  commissioned  from  the  high  court  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  they  are  not  of  man.  She  left  a  husband  and  infant  child  to 
of  heaven — but  to  me,  it  seems  more  like  the  ofP  adapted  to  all  purposes.  There  arc  subjects,  and  deplore  the  early  ami  smlden  removal  from  their 
spring  of  ignorance  and  blind  credulity,  ora  mere  those  of  high  importance,  that  cannot  be  advanta-  ;  society  on  earth,  of  an  afll'ctionate  and  amiable 
morrenary  edict,  designed  to  fiightcn  the  object  geously  exhibited  m  a  popular  weekly  paper,  dc-  companion,  and  a  fond  and  Guardian  mother, 
of  the  author’s  holy  indignation,  than  any  espe-  voted  to  the  passing  events  and  immediate  con-  ■  jn  Jericho,  Long  Island  on  the  27th  ult.  in  the 
rial  interposition  of  heaven.  Although,  Mr.  Edi-'  cems  of  the  day,  and  often  suflTered  like  other  jSTth  year  of  his  age,  the  celebrated  Elias  Hicis, 
tor,  such  degrading  condescension  (as  you  will  newspapers,  to  ‘perish  in  the  using.’  And  it  is  ! an  eminent  prca^cr  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
sec  by  the  following  extract)  is  apparently  too  thought  that  our  denomination,  now  so  widely  n  mtly  esteemed  as  an  amiable  and  cxMipltrv 
foolish  to  appear  in  print,  yet,  as  it  seems  to  be  a !  extended  and  fast  increasirfg,  needs  some  pubh-  Christian,  through  a  long  life  of  labor  and  toil  ani 
characteristic  of  the  pious  and  faithful  worship-  cation  of  convenient  form,  as  a  safe  depository  persecution, 
pers  of  the  beast,  to  endeavor  to  frighten  all  good  for  the  more  laborious  E.ssays,  for  systematic  Dis- 

shepherds  from  their  flock,  it  may  not  be  deemed  qui-sitions  on  doctrine,  and  lor  occasional  Reviews  •fitrra~nsa  t>»ro 

improper  to  notice  it.  ■  of  such  woriis  as  are  peculiarly  interesting  to  Uni-  XHxS  PAx’SK 

The  writer  of  the  above  mentioned  letter,  after  j  vcrsalists.  rroLisiiED  weekly,  ok  sATriADArs,  ifY 

relating  the  heart  cheering  news  of  the  march  of|  Aecordiiigly- the  Univcrsalist  Expositer  is  pro-  DOLPHUS  SKINNER 

truth,  and  the  good  success  of  the  gospel  of  posed  to  answer  this  purpose,  ivithoiit  interfering  editor  and  proprietor.  * 

peace,  (through  the  instninu  ntality  of  their  min- _  with  the  usual  course  of  our  weekly  Religious  TERMS. _ To  Mail  and  Office  Subscriberr 

ister,)  and  the  iintirineendeavors  of  some  of  their!  Journals,  and  without  siipcrsedingtheir  use.  Hs  $1,50  per  annum,  in  adrnnee,  or  $2,  if  not  paid 
limitarian  friends,  to  bring  him  into  ridicule  and ,  distinct  character  may  be  sufficiently  understood  within  Mree  months  from  the  time  of  sobicribii);;. 
contempt,  says:  ‘‘.\s  our  preacher  entered  the  from  the  following  plan :  It  will  consist  ehiefly  of  No  subscription  received  for  less  than  one  ywo 
sanctuary  a  few  sabbath’s  ago,  for  the  purpose  ofi  Dissertations  on  several  points  of  Biblical  Lite-  ,  (mijess  the  money  be  paid  in  advance,)  and  no  pa- 
worshipping  the  one  living  and  only  true  God,  rature;  j  per  discontinued  till  all  arrearages  are  paid,  except 

and  to  console  his  hearers  with  the  words  of  etcr-  Critical  Interpretations  of  Texts  ;  at  the  discretion  of  the  Publisher. 

nd  life,  he  found  on  his  desk  a  pocA-ogc,  contain-'  Explanation  of  Scriptural  Phrases  and  «ub-  Companies,  paying  for  cigAt  copies,  ®"*'  ^ 

I  suspect,”  she  continues,  “thc/ormcr  wore  meant  Doctrinal  Discussions;  and  .  ,  Subscriber*,  who  receive  their  lepers  by^ 

to  warn  him  that,  unless  he  pursued  a  course  Expositions,  lioth  illustrative  and  hiifoncal,  of  Carrier,  per  annum,  payable  haJf-vearly  in  »d- 
therein  pointed  out.  the  Mfcr  wa?  designed  to  Religious  Truth  in  general.  vanec. 


